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Mrs. Eva Babalashvili was
born in Thbilisi in 1947. She
graduated with honors the 66™
public school of Tbilisi and
Thilisi State University, faculty
of biology,

Mrs. Eva Babalashvili worked
at the I. Zhordania Institute of
Physiology and Pathology in
Thilisi.

Now Mrs. Eva Babalashvili is
President of the Georgian Jewish
Women’s Association, whose
head office is stationed in Israel.

Mrs. Eva Babalashvili is an
amateur painter, also writes short
stories and novels which she has
never published. “The City Tale”
is the first big work in her artistic
career which is being published
separately as a book.

Mrs. Eva Babalashvili’s
husband is a famous
sports commentator Jamlet
Khuhashvili. They have two

children and four grandchildren.

OUR DEAR YOUNG READERS!

Mrs. Eva Babalashvili’s name might be unknown to you, but
believe us, after you read “The City Tale,” it will become very
close and beloved to you.

Mrs. Eva Babalashvili offers us a wonderful book, inhabited
by kind people, who travel in space and in the world of fairy tales,
which is so familiar to you. Here you will meet with Cinderella
who turned into a Princess, the charming Snow- White, the
kind giant Jinn, Ariel —the mermaid, who has devoted herself to
serve people, Bell, Kay and their friends. Together with your
contemporaries Natalie and Bedia, they travel from tale to tale
and aim at doing good.

Love and kindness is the power, which makes the old Oak Tree
serve people, an ordinary car turn into a space ship and make
those ones happy, who create kindness. Grown ups, your parents,
grandparents are sure to enjoy reading it together with you. They
will also recall their favorite characters from their childhood fairy
tales, join Natalie and Bedia in their wonderful world and share

their happiness.

Editor: ALEKO GABELAIA

Editor of The Renewed Version: NINO CHAVCHAVADZE
Painter: VICTOR TSIKLAURI

Technical Editor: LEVAN BABUKHADIA

Computer Maintenance: NUGZAR ARCHEMASHVILI



306 0300, Mo ™M go30000 dob dg3aa, M3
3905 dobgzes boGoma myzsomms. by amamb
339000 0gm, 0o3L abGMosmgdrs, dogmMsd
Loygotmemal sbbbs 396Ms s 396 gogdgms. nym
Byongdo, Bm(3o ao@abyszg@nmgds eygso hobs,
dogmod 930650369 653L goydgamdal, dodals
o) adbmdoms 83 3Mdomago ybomsazn 390gemo
M3emns bgmb. 30505 dg0sl sbMows (3 o6 dmb-
0MES, M IMMndgbmow gmmms 83 ,3gomob”
30dd gobadmmn amambs 3ol smbamgdsb.

390MES o0, LIJNNIGO MOgMb FoMEM
omhgbamao doda 30l 0390L, M0dgomds gomasb-
domagms bmdg, 353603 LEmM g 35306, Bm (3o
03900900 d0bogmgdms, nbgg dm3bgz0gom-
> BOHNIgbbImmo m(3bgds. 83 m(365d5Lmsb
960 dgoygeygomes bdsb]393 s amsdwmy
03 goommabago 3gomol Mem3q3sLs3 sLEMgd-
5 05 dob daomsl m36960L goMmoabggmo bals-
mabgob (30960 GodfMal dmhy nEmmdgdabs(s.
3969 ob Godomo asbmoaswal Lohydgdn 3bals

53mMbgmabmab ghmew nemgmes s bawsdm ¢odl
dabo 99356503690 bochgbgdo(s JMgdmes.

ey @299, @08y — eyl B3mers @ 69-
05L Bobgzol dmem o6 MRsbws, 30Mg gfm
dd39b0gM, dbosb omsl 3bsyma gmdbm-
dom dg3ymmdomb o6 gogmgads. mnmgmb G-
033 dobogobo 3o 39Mbobmdrs, gowsdbysg-
&0 eeg agdom. gy bbgoagome g3gdws.
LobmENEsb BsdmdbGomads m(zbgds  soymems,
bo@omabzgb 30bEMabEgboo asdigmmo, Gob-
Loz8gmb aDoegds 0(3393s. gmam  Juhab
3505035, bamsbmm damdn Ragmmmo Labmob
530D, Iynem d0bsdo (3bmzgMmdws, Mmdg-
ma(3 g0l dredsmb s3mbgdos, Lawss bgg-
30, ygo30magdo, domasbo, AMmamgdaz 3o mom-
Job Gomoielb ghRn@mhamgdmobgb, GMomacsel
1Y390mEbgb. semdsm 3Mnsbo 0gbgdmwy, bob-
©obsb dommzgobss dogam yydo — 0dbgd Mo
Londmmb Mdbgmebgb? doamMsd Lasdobme

d905b MM sMsbmegl 3gmazbags.




Nobody knows how much time had passed since
Bedia realized that he was in love with Natalie. He was
always with the girl, but he was never able to tell her
of his love. There were moments, when the decision
of telling her of his feelings seemed firm, but in the
last moment a sort of wall of indecision, fright or
something prohibiting his feelings, prevented him to
do so. It never occurred to him that beyond that wall,
Natalie had been looking forward to his revelation.

Days passed. When he was alone, sometimes
hopelessness would overcome him, but when hopes
used to leave him, his winged dream would arise.
He would cuddle himself with his dream under his

blanket and start destroying that invisible wall, he even

managed to build divine temples woven of pink mist.

Then with the sun rising, that temple would gradually
vanish and in the evening its last remnants would
disappear altogether.

The night followed the day and the day followed the
night and there seemed no end to Bedia’s suffering, until
one fine sunny morning he woke up, overwhelmed by
a strange feeling. Some inner voice seemed to dictate
to him that a decisive day was coming. His heart was
throbbing in a different way. He jumped out of his
bed, accompanied by his dreams, he rushed towards
Natalie’s house, buttoning up his clothes on his way.

The girl lived across the street in a beautiful, cozy

house, surrounded by a wonderful garden, which
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reminded Bedia of a fairy tale. Its trees, flowers, grass
and even the shadows seemed to be whispering, telling
something to him. Sometimes it might be worth listening
to them, who knows what secrets they were sharing with
him! But Bedia never had enough time for that.

Here she was, Natalie! The gentle and fragile girl
from his childhood, his boyhood... She was standing
across the street waving at Bedia.

They ran towards each other. The invisible wall
disappeared and they were separated only by a current
of cars and the street. Suddenly there was a sound of
breaks, the thudding noise of a strike and alarmed voices.
Everything got mixed up — the fairy tale, the past, the
dream — the reality broke into senseless, faceless and
nameless pieces. Bedia was shocked, petrified. In the
dim light, he could hardly see some people’s shadows,
gathered round Natalie.

Bedia was standing, exhausted and destroyed, without
any bit of hope of Natalie’s survival. He went along the
street without realizing what he was doing. He came to
himself in Natalie’s garden. Quite unintentionally he found
himself in the place, where he had been extremely happy...

He closed his eyes and listened to the silence around
him. But?! Oh, these magic sounds, the sound of the
leaves of the trees! And then he clearly heard:

“The only way to save Natalie is to touch her with the
fairy’s magic wand. ” This voice returned him to reality.
Neither fright, nor astonishment! The only thing he
thought of was that the only person to help her was Uncle
Gogi, his father’s friend, who possessed extraordinary
abilities. When he was little, Uncle Gogi often used to
visit them, telling him stories where evil was always
defeated by virtue. Uncle Gogi was handsome, noble
and manly, reminding Bedia of the kind magician from
a fairy tale. Moreover the whole city used to tell unusual
things about him.

When Bedia ran panting to his house, Uncle Gogi had
already known everything about the accident. He did not
say anything, just gazed at him in silence. Finally he

said to him:
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“Bedia, are you ready for everything? Will you be
strong and bold enough? You should know, that it will
be very hard for you, but you will have to do it. Only
you, nobody else!”

Bedia nodded his head, without uttering a word.
Suddenly everything was enveloped by darkness.
Absolute silence came over as it usually happens
when there is big snow. Suddenly he found himself
in Natalie’s garden, in front of the big Oak Tree.
There was a wonderful blue light pouring from it.
The light was turning round, it took the shape of a
fennel and went through the blue tunnel far away.
The lad got over his hesitation and stepped into the
tunnel, which appeared in the trunk of the big Oak
Tree. In the opening he got to a stone wall, which
turned out to be a wonderful, ancient castle. He
could hardly realize where he was, when he heard
the squeaking sound of the gates and he caught
sight of a rider with his servant coming
out of the court. He recognized the rider
at once — he was the Prince from the
fairy tale about “The Snow White and
Seven Dwarfs”. His astonishment was
boundless! He was in the world of the
fairy tales! The riders galloped up to
him and asked him a lot of questions.
The Prince was utterly shocked by the
tragic fate of Natalie, though he, himself
was also in a hurry, because the wicked
Queen had just sent the Snow White to
the forest to be killed by the huntsman.

Bedia decided to help the prince,
but he had very little time - By Uncle
Gogi’s instruction Bedia was to return
back and bring the fairy’s magic
wand for Natalie, before the first star
appeared in the night sky. Bedia knew
for sure, that there was no magic wand
in this fairy tale. It was clear that being

in a hurry Uncle Gogi had mixed up the

tales and he had sent Bedia to the wrong story. But
what could be done?!

Bedia had known the fairy tale about Snow White
since his childhood and it was not hard for him to tell
the Prince where she was. On hearing of it the Prince
ordered his servant to dismount his horse and give
it to Bedia. They both galloped away to help Snow
White. Bedia was riding the horse very well and it did
not surprise him at all as he knew that nothing was
impossible in a fairy tale.

Here was the forest at last. Bedia had never seen
such a thick, impenetrable forest. He could never
imagine it would be so scary: Over the forest, some
strange gigantic birds were flying. They were croaking
ominously. He had thought the forest was quiet
and silent, but now that he entered it, the roaring of

absolutely unknown to him animals, coming from its

depth terrified him. From time to time, their bloodshot
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eyes flashed from behind the huge trunks of the trees

and scared him.

The Prince and Bedia could hardly make their
way in the thick shrubs. Finally they overtook the
woodcutter, who was running away as fast as he
could. They made him tell all the truth about the
wicked stepmother and her magic looking glass. At
this time Snow White was quite safe in the house of
seven dwarfs. Poor thing, at last she was able to calm
down. She liked these small creatures and their house
very much. It was very touching how the dwarfs were
taking care of her. It never occurred to them, that the
wicked stepmother would soon appear and give her
the poisoned apple that would send her to the world
of eternal sleep.

Having got rid of her stepdaughter, the wicked
stepmother was sure of her victory and looked into the

magic mirror, asking proudly:

“Mirror, Mirror, on the wall, who is the fairest one
of all?” But she failed to get the desired answer and
threw the magic mirror into a corner. As soon as she
did it, the mirror started speaking:

“Snow White is safe and sound... The Prince and
some lad are galloping to her. I don’t know who this
fellow is. I find it hard to predict future, so I’ll be
silent,” muttered the mirror.

The wicked stepmother was no longer listening
to it. She was enraged and could hardly stand still.
She smashed everything to pieces that came her way.
Then she decided to turn into beautiful Snow White
and deceive everybody, among them even her magic
mirror.

With the help of evil powers she managed to appear
in front of the dwarfs’ house. She stealthily went to the
door:

“So this is the place where you are!” She giggled
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wickedly at the sight of Snow White, “Your end has

come!”

At this very moment the Prince and Bedia were
galloping as fast as they could. Every minute was
precious. Then they noticed the tiny house of the
dwarfs at a distance.

At the porch they saw a beautiful girl. It was Snow
White! But, oh, what a miracle! The door of the cottage
opened and the second Snow White appeared. The
Prince and Bedia were petrified as if by a magic spell.
And the Snow Whites were going towards each other.
Just one move and everything would have come to an
end — then Snow White would not only have slept with
the eternal sleep, but she would have found herself in
the House of Death and nobody would have been
able to rescue her from there. Somebody or something
was to prevent it! The events were developing at a
great speed. Bedia felt responsibility for all that was
happening. Suddenly an apple fell out of one of the
Snow Whites hand and rolled down the steps. The
dwarfs dog darted to it and bit the fatal fruit with

his sharp teeth. The poor dog fell down dead. Struck
with horror, the Prince, Bedia, the Snow White and
the dwarfs rushed to the dog and looked at its lifeless
body.

The deception was revealed: one of the Snow
Whites, ugly and evil, knelt down and asked to be
forgiven, but nobody cared for her, the principal thing
was that the real Snow White was safe and sound...

Bedia realized that there was no time to lose and
he had to hurry up. It was necessary to get to that very
fairy tale, where the magic wand existed. The Prince
and Snow White decided not to leave their new friend
in trouble. They mounted the horses and galloped to
the tale, where the kind fairy had that magic wand.
Fortunately Snow White knew not only Cinderella,
but the place, where she was.

There was very little time left before evening and
a lot of things were to be done. The most important of
them was to find the Kind Fairy, to get the magic wand
from her and take it to Natalie to save her from sure
death.
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Bedia was well aware that only Cinderella would be
able to find the Kind Fairy. It was this beautiful, clever
and kind girl that the Kind Fairy had chosen among a
lot of others, in order to help this orphan, miserable
girl to find her way towards becoming a Princess and
to meet the knight of her dream.

They could hardly make way in the thick forest and
finally they reached Cinderella. They were exhausted
and looked terrible in their torn out clothes, just like
Cinderella herself.

At Cinderella’s house and in the yard, there was
unusual fuss going on: a lot of carriages, curious people,
full of excitement. Our friends got there unnoticed and
witnessed quite an exciting scene: The Prince, kneeling

on one knee was holding a crystal shoe trying to put it

on Cinderella’s foot. To everybody’s astonishment, the

silver colored shoe fitted her perfectly. The crowd got
exhilarated by the miraculous turning of fate in the
poor stepdaughter’s life and they were all very happy
for her. As for the stepmother and her ugly daughters,
they were asking to be forgiven, but nobody considered
them worthy of any attention. Overwhelmed with
happiness, Cinderella took out the other shoe and as
she was trying to put it on, she caught sight of her friend
Snow White, whom she had not seen for a long time.
The friends hugged each other and Snow White told
her about Natalie’s tragedy. Unfortunately Cinderella
knew nothing about the Kind Fairy’s whereabouts.
The girls thought a lot what to do and how to help
Natalie and Bedia in their trouble. Finally they decided
to search all those places, where the Kind Fairy could

have been. After a long and unsuccessful search, the
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girls found themselves in a dark thick forest. They
were very tired and as soon as they rested a little,
they remembered, that before the first star appeared
in the sky they had to find her and end their mission,
otherwise they would not be able to help Natalie.

As soon as they thought of it, they heard the tinkling
sound of the crystal bells and a bit later the blue light
could be seen in the sky.

“It’s the Kind Fairy!” cried out Cinderella happily
and a little while later the Kind Fairy appeared before
them in all her beauty and splendor. The Fairy was both
glad and surprised to see Cinderella in that strange
place. What could have happened in the girl’s life that
she had to go in this thick forest? She remembered
quite well that she had done all in her power to win
over evil by doing good. Cinderella told her hurriedly
about Natalie’s trouble and asked her for help.

The Kind Fairy gave her the magic wand without
hesitation and pointed to the big Oak Tree. She could
hardly manage to tell them:

“You will have to return the wand before dawn or
it will lose its magic power and I’ll never be able to
do good. Remember, you have the right to use it only

three times.”

Coming up to the Oak Tree, they stopped, as they
did not know what they were supposed to do next.
Cinderella waved her hand holding the wand and a
lighted passage appeared on the huge trunk of the Oak
Tree.

The friends stepped into the passage and they found
themselves in an extraordinarily beautiful garden.

“It must be Natalie’s garden. Let’s go into the
house.” said Cinderella to Snow White with a bright
face.

In the room Natalie was lying on her bed
motionlessly. Her beautiful face was as white as snow.
There was no sign of life on her face. Now everything
depended on this magic wand. Cinderella waved the
wand and it worked wonders! Natalie opened her
beautiful green eyes and looked around the room. The
characters from her favorite fairy tales Cinderella and
Snow Whit were standing in front of her. She could not
understand what was going on. She sat up in her bed
and stared at her unexpected visitors in astonishment.
The Princesses told her in detail what had happened to
her and Natalie guessed that everything was happening

in reality.

The fairy tale characters were no less surprised.
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That reality, in which they found themselves, was too
unusual and strange to them. Filled with curiosity, they
fired questions at Natalie and she answered all their
questions about electricity, computer, radio, television-
set, iron in detail. It seemed to the Princesses that all
these things were more magical than the ones they
had in their fairy tales. The girls got so interested that
they quite forgot about the magic wand and when they
remembered about it, they could not find it anywhere.
They looked for it everywhere, but they were unable to
find any trace of it. Natalie’s dog came to their rescue.
It was a big, beautiful animal that rushed into the
room, barking. It sniffed everywhere in the room and
quite easily found the wand. Happily wagging his tail,
the dog brought the wand to Natalie.

“It’s my dog, Buran,” said Natalie and petted her
faithful friend. “Good for you, you are a good dog,”
she praised the dog, who was wagging his tail without
stopping, as if he was trying to say something.

The wand was found, and the most important thing

was that Natalie felt quite well and now they had to

return the wand to the fairy before dawn in any possible
way. After saying good-bye to Natalie, Cinderella and
Snow White went to the Oak Tree. Natalie was sorry
her new friends had to leave so soon.

“If it were possible I’d also come with you. I might
be able to meet with Bedia in that fairy tale. Besides, |
would very much like to go to the world of fairy tales
together with you,” said the girl.

Cinderella and Snow White were glad to agree and
all the three of them went to the Oak Tree.
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Wise people say: “You will not escape from your
Fate.” The girls, following their Fate came up to
the kind Oak Tree. They waved the wand, prayed to
God and disappeared in the blue labyrinth of the Oak
Tree. A few seconds later, they found themselves in a
magic forest. But oh, Great God! Where was the Kind
Fairy? The Oak Tree was the same, but the forest was
absolutely different. Could they be in a different tale?
They heard a croak of a crow and the howl of a wolf.

At that moment they caught sight of a dim light of a
bonfire. The girls went in the direction of the fire. They
walked and walked and soon came to a big gate in
the wall beyond which, there was a black castle. What
could they do? In front of them there was a mysterious
black castle, behind them a perilous forest full of
dangerous beasts. Out of the two evils they chose the
least — the castle! At the entrance of the castle they saw
a huge roaring creature. The girls boldly came up to the
monster and tried to calm it down, as they recognized
the spellbound Prince in the monster. They recalled
the fairy tale about the spellbound Prince and Bell and
their wonderful adventures. They noticed tears in the
sad eyes of the poor Prince. The girls guessed at once,

that they appeared in the tale at the moment, when Bell

had gone to see her sick father and she was late. The
last petal of the magic rose was fluttering in the air, a
little more time and nobody would be able to release
the Prince from the spell. The girls tried their best to
comfort the Prince, telling him that Bell would appear
without fail and her love for the Prince would make
the spell powerless.

Justas the Prince’s eyes sparkled with hope, a rioting
crowd came out of the forest. Gaston was leading the
mob in order to kill the Prince. The girls fearlessly
shielded the Prince with the firm determination to
defend the “Beast”. Delighted by the courage of the
girls, the Prince felt inspired and got ready to fight




Bob gob@Bmbo dmydmmes, Moms gowmdbag

3606(3L gobbmEgdmes. amambgdo dods(3 Mo
598>Mbgb 3M0bb — 863039 3obYy30G0y-
b0, MH™M3 dmmmdEg (3390 LMRbmmn®.
3Mb3000L, Boxmosl s bo@omoal Lodingmom
oM (390990 5 SMPMNMZobgdmemn  3Mnb-
30 LdboggzLomm mAmsdMdmmabomgal sgbom,
dog®3 dmmmeEbgmoo dMdm sanmbdyg as-
bggs — dom oMdbmegl gbsbom sbgmn 3dgzg-
bogMo, sbgmn 3mb@os, ogdnmown Rszdnmao
3606(39L9%0, 3boIYymezbo, 13565L369em Sdm-
bbb 390wy oY (33900 3MNb(30. IMYemEbg-
Mo gomabgdymo dMdmbLs s 3Mab3gbgdals
030b0b Labbomds nbgds Me30L 30dymasbyg-
35 — gmambgdals bozgomg s boygzemyymo, HmJ
0acdbm 3M0b(3ds gomabobgzs abym. gomb-
bmo gofmo godmzmzbmes. 03560L36g9m-
do gmomds, Mm3gmoaz 30bsdg obozgdaw
d0xoMmRoG¢gos 4356, ddmdmoyma mgmmb-
396 abym dgdmbagds. 3ol Lbgs, dabsw d0dm-
RbGYmo gmomagdois 93y3696 o mgombs
©> byeob 3o 833060 0gHm 33meg dgbsdye
4393000  SBINJRS. oMMz Y3gmoBgHo
3506MBynbs. (3069L03oaMg OFodMTS390mo
35bsm©s s RoEMLLYM 3ol bodgMb 3emgdls
SBM439300. Ko©EM-00mabds domasl 3oMasg0s
s ERbymdss godoytvgdgmo m3vamao ¢3-
d39609M 9L 3M06(3000 0bym gomabobgs.
d90:0bgdgmoe 3Mom seaemdy 3973939
dmemoym, o33 gomabgdmmo dgdsbomado
5dmbgdmesm bmedg. dndoo sbsgmmmn

22

aob@mba, 3Mabz0l IMobbobgdob 396 aswe-
g3m0hgdom, boms(y godsGmmaym.

53 eMmb 3o...

LodMamm dgema @Rl bodzgmaw Imm-
dmoos.

— a@hbgmml.. 9390, g@mRbymm, dmgwon-
gt — ysoMms ogo.

3Mdm asngm s dJobzymo, gMmasbow
3305B0mMgdema dgmoas a53mhbrs. gom(zg-
s d0adm Fodmomazamngts — 0Ma3emos
Y39maxgmo  66Mbynbogos s smnbsommds.
dobggb 3o @odomoo dngdsMmgdmms 3Mab-
(30. 390 39600396 JndbzmoMoym s d0bsDdy
a9mbobyymo ©og(3. 93 ©3d0c dgbnbgdmeads
3606335 dgmn babdo snygzebs bgmdo s K-
mbbY® Lababmal 396 gobbos. Mo mdds ¢Mbs,
306309, Bogdos @s bagomo 3mdgrmbydye
390l s 3gdxmamgdam 3Mabisb Bymamss o6
o
M35 69mo ambl dmgam, amambgdds yggme-
B9 sbzMamgdoom ©s389L . dgyzomgdemem-
do 36M0b335 Bodbo somm amambsl bgmo o

dmbz0mgd0sb, ®o3L ©obGMasmgdwbyb

bLobmgs, LsdYedmE oMAgbomoaym dab be-
bobmgda. dgmo xgM 300093 dmbomgbsw smad-
398@> ymggernggl, ogdEe bo3bmde, 3gdxag-
bomo 3bgMe sadnmgdes gcmEIxbs, Hm3 dabo
aEhbymo LEmEMgo gb Imgsmgdema 3Mabso
0ym. dgmo bosdm3zbgdom obMsbbIws godbs-
M0gm 83 dredMymo, ogdymo (30b6gbndsa-
0l 3o@oMs @nsbobeabn. dmbomsdmgdnmdy
d9amdMqd3s mzamom Mbsbago s §bomanbg-
90 do-3ob 3oMan godsGmmgl. byg@sl ho-
&ob Adg3 o6 ds3mEs, bgadn omsdwy, (39339
30 39633569398 °9g 3°aMdgerwo.

L

sdxgMo@ 3Mab3gbgdo o5(36mdbgb bo@de-
mal  (30b9L030gM0b  oEgdYMgdsl. bras-
Amo  dmMogmo  msdadbgbo  amambgda
339600033960 00ab96. bo@omnd sbsbosw
Lomggdn bLogmmem mEmgmmb dm3zms mgo-
mo — (30(3J65L, asodbesmMb, dobadzgws@sobo-
»o 8 GM30300, 39Bodg saMegbomo mdno.
Sbofgzmo momgdmb badL bgedws hggmmm
dmgmgbgdol Mgomymmdal. bo@omoal sbemes-



with Gaston. But suddenly the mob got petrified — they
had never seen such beautiful, wonderfully dressed
Princesses, ready to defend the Prince to the last drop
of their blood.

Quite unexpectedly a miracle worked in front of
the girls and the mob. As soon as the Prince felt the
girls’ love, his transformation began. The magic rose
revived, its last petal, which was fluttering to fall down
to the ground, began returning to its native stem. The
other petals, lying on the ground did the same and
in a moment, the dead stem turned into a wonderful
red rose. Everything around brightened up, the castle
began to shine brilliantly, throwing magic sparkles.
The spell was losing its power and the beast, with a
deafening roar started to turn into a most handsome
Prince.

The shocked mob was standing motionless, though
astonished exclamations were heard from here and
there. Terrified Gaston disappeared somewhere to
escape the Prince’s wrath.

And just at this very time, Bell was hurrying to
help the Beast. “Beast, hey, Beast, I am coming!” she
shouted.

The crowd divided into two and gave way to Bell.
She was pale and exhausted, but to
her astonishment everything looked
brilliant and shining. Then she saw the
handsome Prince coming towards her
with a smile on his face. Bell could not
understand anything and she fainted,
falling to the ground. At this sight the
Prince was greatly troubled, he rushed
to Bell, took her into his arms and
went to his magic palace. Cinderella,
Snow White and Natalie never left
Bell and the Prince even for a minute.
When Bell came to herself the girls
told her everything without omitting
any detail or even a little trifle. The
Prince took Bell’s hand and asked her

to stay in his palace for good. Bell dimly realized what
had happened, though the familiar bright look in the
Prince’s eyes told her that it was he, who had been
her spellbound monster. Bell gave him her consent to
become the little hostess of this miraculous palace.

In the evening there was a fabulous ball. The feast
lasted till morning and all the guests danced until they

were exhausted.
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Natalie was fascinated by the splendor of the palace.
The beautiful girls in fabulous dresses stood side by
side in front of the mirror. Natalie caught sight of her
reflection in it — tiny, dressed in a top and a mini-skirt,
her hair tied in a pony-tail on her nape. The reflection
seemed to underline the reality of unusual events.
Natalie perceived the reality and became aware, that
it was not a dream but reality, although fairy tale, but
still reality.

She suddenly remembered the street, Bedia,
standing across the street, waving his hand at her. She
remembered how she was running towards him, then a

car and darkness.

“I wonder where Bedia is now,” she thought and
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suddenly despair overwhelmed her. She fell on her
knees and burst out crying. Cinderella, Snow White
and Bell surrounded her and tried to comfort her.
Suddenly they remembered the Fairy and her magic
wand. They were ashamed of their carelessness, but
how could they get to the Fairy? The magic wand was
of no use to them any more because it exhausted its
magic power and it was time to return it to its owner.

The girls sat down and started to think over the
problem. A few seconds were left to decide everything.

Natalie looked at Bell with hope. After all she had
read so many books! Yet nothing came into Bell’s head
either. And here Natalie remembered the magic mirror,
which the Prince had left to Bell, when she went to see
her father. She stood up and shouted loudly:

“Let’s look into the magic mirror, maybe it will
help us.”

The girls got excited at the idea. They brought the

mirror and gazed into it. To their shame they saw the

Fairy, sitting sad and alone, without any hope left. The
girls trembled with excitement - how could they appear
in Cinderella’s fairy tale? Were they bound to stay there
forever? Would they be unable to return the sacred thing
to the Fairy? Only a miracle could help them.

And just at this moment they heard the rattling
sound, which was growing and approaching.

The frightened girls looked at one another in
embarrassment. Only Bell seemed to be used to this
noise and she explained to the girls, smiling, that it must
have been her father’s car. Probably her father’s car
started working again and now he was coming to find
Bell, as he did not know whether she was dead or alive.

Bell rushed to meet her father, crying:

“Father, I am here, Father, I am safe and sound.”

The Prince and the girls ran towards the rattling
car. Bell’s father could not believe his own eyes. He
was hurrying to save his daughter from the beast and

here was his Bell, safe and happy. He could hardly
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hold back his tears, as he did not want to show these
wonderful girls and the Prince his weakness. When
Bell’s father had been told about everything, he gladly
offered them to take them to the big Oak tree. The girls
got into the car and the prince mounted his horse and
followed them.

The travelers found themselves in the dark, thick
forest and started looking for the magic Oak Tree.
They found the tree, but where is the blue passage?
Bell’s father got enraged and starting the car, struck
the tree at full speed. — once, twice, thrice... the Oak
Tree groaned and trembled. The girls shielded the tree:

“Take mercy of the tree! It is also a living thing,
isn’t it? It also feels joy, sorrow and pain as we, people
do! We don’t want to return this way. We must find
another way to do it. And we think we know how to
do it!” The girls turned to Bell’s father and the Prince:

“The greatest magic power is neither in the magic
wand, nor in the mirror. It is in kindness and love!”

Natalie and the Princesses had experienced them
upon themselves and they deeply believed that love
was the power, which was able to open everything,
even being under seven locks. As for kindness, it was

a password to take them from one fairy tale to another.

Love and kindness - these are the things that unite
everything, the things that turn a fairy tale into reality
and vice versa - reality into a fairy tale. Hardly could
the girls finish uttering these words, when the Oak
Tree stirred and shook its leaves. The wonderful light
appeared and the magic space opened.

The Kind Fairy was sitting under a tree, absorbed
in her sad thoughts- her magic wand would lose its
power forever within five minutes. Unfortunately she
would never be able to do good deeds. Everything
was quiet around her, as if to express sympathy to the
Fairy’s misfortune.

Getting to the other end of the tunnel, the company
noticed the Fairy at once and rushed towards her. The
Fairy forgave them everything in her noble manner.
She wished them happiness, said good-bye to them and
with a gentle tinkling of the bells and in the twinkling
of the blue light she disappeared in the dark forest.

L

On coming to Cinderella’s house, Bedia and the
servants searched the whole place, but they were
unable to find the girls. Bedia lost all hope of finding
them and wandered in the dark forest pointlessly. He
got absolutely exhausted and lay down under a tree.
Suddenly he heard some squeaking sounds. He looked
around and saw two little mice, running about at his
feet. They were restless and seemed to be trying to
say something to him. Beida knew very well about
Cinderella’s friendship with these tiny creatures, but
unfortunately he did not understand anything they
wanted to tell him. Then they clutched at the bottom
of his trousers and pulled, as if trying to point out
something to him. There was nothing else to do, so
Bedia followed the mice. From time to time there was
a sparkle of hope in his heart and he thought that they
might know something about the lost girls.

Suddenly he heard the rattling noise of a car
engine working and a couple of minutes later he saw

a wonderful car running in his direction. Bell’s father
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was driving, Natalie and the Princesses were sitting
behind and at a little distance the Prince was galloping
on his raven black horse.

“Bedia! Hey, Bedia! I am here, here!” Shouted
Natalie, standing up in the car.

Bedia was overwhelmed with happiness and rushed
towards her. The car stopped at last and the girls got
out of it. Bedia ran up to Natalie and gently embraced
her. From now on nobody would separate them.

The gloomy and thick forest suddenly changed,
as if the nature was also sharing their happiness. The
setting sun was painting crimson the tops of the trees.
The Kind Fairy, who got her wand in the last minute,
came down from the sky and made everybody happy.
She gracefully waved her wand and in the middle of
the forest a glade with fresh green grass appeared. A
wonderful table was laid with a lot of delicious food
upon it. Everybody, whoever had taken part in this
event was invited- even the tiny mice were among
the guests! Nobody had ever seen a feast like this: the

tables were bending under various delicious foods,

glasses were filled with wonderful red and white wine,
divine music was played. There were enumerable
guests invited from different fairy tales. Everybody
danced, played and had a lot of fun.

But everything has its end and it was time to say
good -bye. Cinderella was to return to her palace,
besides she had to make a decision about the fate
of her evil step- mother and her bad-tempered step-
sisters. Snow White was bound to return to her
dwarfs, her father and her Prince. Bell was also to
go back to her wonderful palace with her Prince and
father.

Natalie and Bedia also had to say good-bye to their
friends. Their own house and their own reality were

waiting for them.
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Natalie and Bedia had no idea how to get back
home. Neither Cinderella nor her prince knew it.

Can you imagine that even the almighty Kind

Fairy herself turned out to be helpless in this matter.
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Her magic wand needed some rest after arranging the
grand feast.

Bedia was deep in thoughts, but nothing came to his
mind. He was walking round the tree with his hands in
his pockets and Natalie sat watching him and the other
people. Suddenly Bedia felt his mobile phone in his
pocket and he brightened up.

“Maybe 1 should try it?!” he thought.
One should admit that there was nothing
extraordinary in it if they tried to do it with the
help of the mobile phone. After all it is also
a miraculous thing, just like the other magical
things like a wand, or a magic mirror or the
flying carpet in fairy tales. He dialed Uncle
Gogi’s number and oh, wonder! He heard
Uncle Gogi’s voice from a distance.

“Hello, I am listening to you.”

Bedia quickly told him about the incredible
adventure they had gone through and asked
Uncle Gogi for advice. Uncle Gogi was just
going to say something, when the phone turned
off. Its battery was off. It was Natalie, who
found a way out: She suggested looking for the
Oak Tree and everybody set off to find it. The
Oak Tree stood proudly on it’s old place.

“My dear, kind friend,” said Natalie to
the tree, “We all are very grateful to you for
everything you have done for us. You have
helped us greatly and we shall never forget your
support. But we need your help now too. I worry
about my father and miss my home very much.
I know he is looking for me... I beg you, please,
open the way for us to get back to our world.”

The Oak Tree gently bowed and embraced
Natalie kindly with its branches. Then the blue
light flickered in its breast. The blue passage
was open for Natalie and Bedia.

Parting was very sad, but what could be
done? God had given everybody his own life

and way in this vast universe, so Natalie and

Bedia stepped into the blue passage and in a twinkling
of the eye they found themselves in Natalie’s beloved
garden.

All this time Natalie’s father George was in great
anguish, running from hospital to hospital. He went
to all the chemists in order to get that rare medicine,

which the doctors had recommended. Finally he got
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it and rushed into the room with the medicine in his
hand, but he was shocked to discover that Natalie had
disappeared.

“Natalie, darling, where are you?” he cried out
in despair and ran out. At first he was filled with
astonishment, then he could not believe his eyes:
His daughter, whom he had left on her deathbed and
Bedia were standing in the garden. The man was still
in a trance, rubbed his eyes and muttered something
endlessly:

“My one and only, my precious, my little baby,
you are alive, you have become even more beautiful,”
he whispered, as if praying and hugged and kissed
Natalie. After a while, when his excitement abated
a little, Natalie told him about her adventures and
Bedia’s deeds. George came up to Bedia, standing
nearby, shook his hand and thanked him for saving
Natalie. Bedia was deadly tired, he said good- bye to
them and went home.

When he was going home, it was already getting
dark. His mother rebuked him:

“Where have you been all this time, you
little rascal? Didn’t you get hungry? Why
didn’t you answer your mobile?”

The kind, naive lady could hardly ever
imagine what her son had gone through.
Bedia quickly ate a sandwich, went to his
room and threw himself on bed, with his

clothes still on. He fell asleep at once.

L

In the morning, the sun’s warm rays
woke up Bedia. He was lying half awake
and suddenly the wish to see Natalie came
upon him. It seemed to him as if a century
had passed since they last saw each other.
Just at that moment he felt somebody gently
gazing at him. He opened his eyes and
saw Natalie. It meant that all, he had gone

through, had occurred in reality.

Deep in the conversation, they could hardly notice
that it was already noon. Aunt Mary, Bedia’s mother
made a delicious lunch for them. Then they decided
to go out and have a walk in the street. Natalie
remembered she had promised her father to be back
in an hour.

Just as she was going to say good-bye to Bedia, the
mobile rang. It was Natalie’s friend Tamara, who had
heard about Natalie’s recovery. While she was talking
with Tamara, Bedia remembered about his own mobile
phone. It was not in his pocket and he went home.
There he looked for it everywhere, but the phone was
nowhere to be seen. He got upset and sat down on the
sofa. Then he remembered that he had last used it in
the forest.

“It’s incredible! Could I have left it in the fairy
tale?”

He got back to Natalie and told her about the

mobile. Natalie dialed Bedia’s number at once and

they silently waited for the answer.
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At this time, after saying good-bye to Natalie and
Bedia, the friends were sitting near the magic Oak
Tree. It was so sad for them to say good-bye! But there
was nothing else to do, it was time to set off. The first
one to leave the forest was the Kind Fairy. She went to
the resort for magicians and fairies, as it was necessary
for her and her magic wand to recover their powers,
in order to do good again. Then Snow White with her
Prince, father and the dwarfs left the place. They were
followed by Cinderella and her fiancé and their pet
animals. The last one to leave the place was Bell, her
father and her Prince. They were just on the point of
setting off, when Bell noticed some item in the car. She
recognized Bedia’s mobile phone. But what was she
supposed to do with it? She had no idea how to use it.
Maurice was standing nearby gazing at the wonderful
thing with interest. Noticing her father’s anxious look,
the girl laughed and kindly teasing him, gave him the
phone. On the way, the inventor’s curiosity never left
him alone. From time to time he would take it out of
his pocket trying to understand how it worked. The
only thing he could understand was that it needed
power and he had invented the source of power.

On reaching home, he switched the phone to the

source of power. Tired but pleased, Maurice made

himself comfortable and fell fast asleep.

Strange sounds awakened him. He looked at the
phone and saw, that it was lighted and played some
melody. He rushed to the phone and started pressing
all the buttons one after another. Finally to his greatest
joy, the phone started speaking:

“I am listening. Who 1is speaking?” The inventor
was at a loss, it was Natalie’s voice! The wonderful
thing kept on speaking and he decided to call Bell.

“Who is speaking? Answer me!” muttered Bell
in embarrassment. To her greatest astonishment she
heard her friends’ Natalie’s and Bedia’s voices.
Now the friends

communicate. Bell had Bedia’s mobile phone and

It was incredible! could
from now on they could get in touch with each other at
any time. This wonderful thing proved that there was
just one step from a fairy tale to reality.

Having talked to their hearts’ content, the friends
turned off the phone. Now it was time to get back to
their daily activity — Bedia was to go to the lectures
and Natalie — to her school.

Natalie could hardly wait to the end of her lessons,
she was so eager to call Bell. After getting home, she
locked herself in her room and suddenly she caught
sight of her skirt, which she was wearing in the fairy
tale. Something could be seen in its pocket. Natalie
put her hand into the pocket and took out that very
mirror, that the Prince had given to Bell. She had quite
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unintentionally taken it from
the fairy tale. What could she do with it? She quickly
called her friend and told her about her discovery.
Bell did not know either what to do. She advised

Natalie to put it away for a while and not

to look into it, until she found out how safe it
was for Natalie — after all, magic could bring some
misfortune! Natalie agreed with Bell and promised
her not to touch it until Bell allowed her to do so.

Bell and her Prince were in their royal bedroom,
discussing what to advise Natalie. After a long and
tiresome discussion, Bell fell asleep. The Prince
carefully covered her with a blanket and went to the
Council of the Wise Men.

At this time Bell was having a wonderful dream
— she was looking into the magic mirror and it was
saying to her:

“I allow Natalie to look into me once a month. She
is a kind and clever girl and she will not use my power
to do evil to people. But Natalie is to carry out one
condition. I’ll lose my magic power if she does not
put me into the hollow of that very magic Oak Tree,
which had helped her.”

The magic mirror could hardly pronounce these
words, when Bell woke up. She rushed to the phone
at once, called Natalie and told her about her unusual

dream.

Natalie went into the yard and came up to the magic
Oak Tree. The Oak Tree was gently moving the leaves
in the silence of the dawn, lighted by the first rays of
the sun. And Natalie saw the mirror fly to the hollow
of the Oak Tree and hide itself just at the very place,
where the names “Natalie and Bedia” were scratched.

Now it was safely hidden.

L

Time passed. The everyday life of Natalie and
Bedia got into its usual round of duties. Bedia passed
his examinations and quizzes successfully and became
the best basketball player of his team. Natalie was also
successful. This year she was leaving school and was
getting ready to enter the Philological Faculty at the
University. She was absolutely sure, that she wanted
to become a writer and tell the whole world about her
extraordinary adventures. Not a single day passed
without the loved ones’ meeting with each other.

Bedia treated Natalie as it was seemly to a knight,
courted Natalie with love and care. It was not surprising,
after all he had made friends with the princes, hadn’t
he? Every day he would bring Natalie a big bunch of
flowers, invite her to the movies, discotheque or the
theater, but sometimes they used to stay in the garden,
sit down near the magic Oak Tree and start recalling
their adventures.

Days, weeks, months passed this way.
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Once after saying goodbye to Bedia, comfortably
sitting on the sofa, Natalie was watching TV. The
program of evening news was on and the announcer
spoke about the terrible news — an awful accident had
taken place. A plane, with passengers on board, fell
into the ocean and it was not known if anybody had
survived.

At that very moment some invisible power pulled
Natalie into the garden. The Oak Tree was shining
with its blue light. Natalie put her hand into the
hollow and got the mirror without any effort, but
she did not dare look into it. Natalie dialed Bedia’s
number, but she remembered, that he had a decisive
game for the city championship and turned it off.
Now everything depended on her decision. Natalie
took a deep sigh and slowly took up the mirror to
her face.

The mirror lighted up and Natalie saw the gray,

raging waves of the ocean. The stormy wind was

whistling, clashing the black clouds into one another,
dragging them to the bottom of the ocean, mixing them
with the current of the water. Thunder roared and the
lightning illuminated the terrible picture in the total
darkness: The pieces of the crashed plane were floating
in the ocean, like paper ships and the huge waves
devoured them and carried them into the bottomless
precipice.

And suddenly in the chaos of the storm, Natalie
noticed a tiny spot, which was gradually growing in
the reflection of the mirror. Natalie could clearly see
a little girl in a yellow safety vest. The little girl was
waving her hands in despair, begging for help.

The magic Oak Tree rustled its leaves and Natalie
heard her friend’s words:

“Natalie, hurry up! Everything depends on you
now!!!”

The girl entered the passage, which opened in
the Oak Tree and found herself on the shore of the
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raging ocean. While going through the passage, she
remembered about the mermaid! Yes, of course, only
Ariel, the mermaid could help!

On the shore the wind swept everything on its
way and Natalie could hardly stand on her feet. She
was frantically thinking how to save the little girl.
Desperately looking into the dark ocean, Natalie saw
Ariel, accompanied by her loyal friends, dolphins,
fish Flounder, crab Sebastian and seagull Scuttle,
swimming towards her.

Realizing that there was not a minute to lose,
she rushed into the ocean and clutched at one of the
dolphins. Ariel explained to Natalie that mermaids
were not allowed to save human beings therefore they
called her. Swifter than the wind, they rushed to the
place, where in the whirlwind of the ocean, the little
girl was thrown up on the gigantic, terrifying
waves. At last the yellow spot of the safety
vest got visible. Swimming up

closer to her, Ariel and Natalie

saw that the poor thing had

fainted. Now it was necessary to pull the little

girl to the shore immediately and give her emergency

aid, but how to do it? The mermaid knew,
that her father had forbidden her to help
people, as the Sea Witch Ursula could

kill her, therefore her only hope was
- people.
Having heard that people were
drowning, Ursula, watched the events
rejoicing, she predicted her victory with relish.
Suddenly on the horizon a ship appeared, fast
approaching the drowning people in the ocean. Natalie
was watching it with alarm, bur Ariel calmed her
down, saying it was Prince Eric’s ship.
“Ariel, keep on, I am coming to help!” Prince Eric
was shouting.
The seagull Scuttle had let him know about this
matter and now he was rushing towards his beloved.
Natalie and Ariel were supporting the little girl and
were looking forward to coming of Erik’s ship. But
suddenly the storm opened up and Triton appeared.
He snatched the drowning girl with his trident and
carried her to the ship. In the name of the ruler of all
seas and oceans the storm abated and in a second the

wind, which was furiously sweeping everything on
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its way stopped whistling. The surface of the ocean
became smooth and the sun appeared on the horizon.
The ship came closer to the drowning people and
the sailors started taking them up on board the ship
The little girl lay unconscious on the deck. It was
necessary now to give her an urgent help. Recalling
all she had learned at school, Natalie rushed to the
girl and started rubbing the girl’s frozen chest and
hands to bring her to senses. At last the girl coughed
and opened her big gray eyes. The little girl was not
aware what was going on and looked at her savior
with her frightened eyes.

“Don’t be afraid, little girl” said Natalie to her, “You
are alive and safe, nobody will hurt you now.”

At last the little girl remembered what had happened
to her and she burst out crying bitterly. Natalie hugged

her and tried to calm her down. Ariel sat nearby,

watching everything in silence. The kind Prince Eric
invited Natalie and the little girl to his palace until
the little girl fully recovered and the ship took course
towards the harbor.

Now Prince Eric and Ariel were able to ask the
little stranger where she had come from. Natalie told
them how she happened to get to them and about her
incredible adventures. It turned out, that Prince Eric
and Ariel had been acquainted with the magic Oak
Tree and had often turned to it for help. But they could
never imagine that their old friend would have sent
them such an unusual guest.

There was oppressing silence over the ocean,
which ominously reflected the sails of the ship. The
sun was slowly setting beyond the horizon, coloring
it into crimson. Natalie sat on deck, looking at the

waning, depressing picture of the day. The girl
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had a feeling of the premonition of disaster, which
increased with darkness. Natalie’s feelings were
not groundless. After a while the travelers noticed a
huge, growing wave, which was moving fast towards
them. The wave confused even experienced prince
Eric and he gave necessary orders to his crew. The
enormous wave was mercilessly approaching and
crashing over the ship. It leaned on one side and
sank into the water abyss. Eric and his experienced
crew did everything in their power to keep floating
on the surface, but when the water rushed awayj, it
turned out that the steering wheel had been broken.
It meant that now there were in the power of the evil
witch Ursula. The ship was helplessly thrown from
side to side like a leaf and there seemed to be no
hope of survival left.

At this very moment the city championship in
basketball was over with the victory of Bedia’s team.
Bedia got the prize of the best basketball player and
now he was proudly going to the cloak-room.

After taking a shower and getting dressed, he

switched on his mobile phone and saw that Natalie had
called. He felt something was wrong. He took a taxi
and hurried to Natalie’s home.

The magic Oak Tree was ready to send Bedia to
Natalie. He entered into the blue light and found
himself on the vast coast of the ocean, where the
seagull Scuttle met him.

“Be quick, think of something, or the Evil Witch
Ursula will drown all of them” she was crying. In
the dark water of the ocean, Bedia noticed the ship,
which was thrown from side to side. He guessed that
Natalie was on board the ship, but how could he help
her? The only way out was to get the flying carpet.
He remembered about his fairy tale friends and called
Bell. Fortunately Bell knew how to help Bedia. She
asked her father and he sent the signal of disaster to all
the fairy tale countries.

Just at that time Aladdin and Jasmine were getting
ready to fly on their magic carpet on their honeymoon.

They had defeated the evil vizier Jafar and locked

him up in the magic lamp. Having received freedom,
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the kind Jinn was happily watching the lovers. The
whole population of Aghrab was celebrating the
marriage of their princess — at last she had made her
choice!

Suddenly Jinn noticed that his lantern was making
some interrupted signals. He guessed that somebody
needed help and got ready to set off. At seeing that
their friend was leaving Aghreb in a hurry, Aladdin
and Jasmine realized that Jinn was going to help
somebody in trouble. Could they let their friend go
alone? Without asking any questions, accompanied
by their tiger Raj, they followed Jinn on their magic
flying carpet.

At a distance they noticed the poor ship, which
was just at the point of being devoured by the abyss

of the ocean. The sea witch was watching the event

with relish, predicting the shipwreck. The friends
rushed to help the hopeless people on the ship. They
flew up to the sinking ship and started taking them
to the coast. Jinn also picked up the little girl and
hurried to the shore.

Bedia met the saved people on the shore and
helped and comforted them. The exhausted people,
being seasick, could not even stand on their feet and
fell down on the sand. Natalie was there too. Bedia
ran up to her and hugged her. The girl put her head
on his chest and sobbed quietly. The little girl, full
of curiosity, was watching the fussing people from
Jinn’s height.

Prince Eric considered it to be his duty to invite

everybody to his palace and he gave a fabulous ball

for his guests.
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Suddenly the night sky lighted over the ocean with
an evil flash. It was the sign of the fierce fight between
the Sea King Triton and Ursula. Waving his trident, he
was mercilessly attacking the evil witch with thunder
and lightning. It was a deadly fight. Ariel watched the
fight with great alarm. The evil witch was desperately
fighting, but could she defeat Triton? Finally she felt
she was powerless and disappeared in the darkness of
the ocean abyss.

The ruler of all the seas and oceans swam to the
shore to make sure that his daughter was safe and
sound. The crown and the trident of the ruler was
lighting the water surface with all the colors of the
rainbow. The saved people cordially thanked him and
the girls even kissed him with gratitude. Triton was

moved and smiling happily, he said goodbye to them

and disappeared in his underwater kingdom, after all

he was supposed to rule over his subjects, wasn’t he?!

Fall came with its short and cold days. The yellow
leaves had already fallen down and the trees sadly
stood in the orphaned garden. George felt terribly cold
and rubbed his frozen hands. He decided to make fire
in the fireplace and went out into the yard.

He saw a big Oak Tree. The tree was proudly
greeting the coming winter with its widely spread
naked branches.

“The dry branches of the Oak Tree will probably
burn well”, he thought and went inside his house to
fetch an axe.

He went round the tree, choosing the low branches
and cut them off with his axe. The tree stirred and
seemed to groan with pain. George was frightened so
much that the axe fell out of his hand and dropped on
his foot. Terrified he looked at the tree and then limped
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to his house, deciding that he would
not leave home until morning.

He turned on the TV-set and
covering himself with a plaid blanket
settled in his armchair, but the guilty
feeling would not leave him. George
looked at the tree from time to time,
feeling guilty. On the background of
the whistling wind and falling leaves

he could clearly hear the depressing

groan of the Oak Tree. George
thoughts turned to Natalie. “She is
sure to accuse me strictly”, he thought.
The events of the recent days
made him restless. He never doubted
Natalie’s feelings for Bedia any more, but it was not
the reason for his worry. George felt that something
mysterious, incomprehensible to him was going
on, but he was unable to explain his feelings. The
only thing he could understand was that since that
tragic street accident, the logical current of his
daily life was broken, as if some invisible crossroad
appeared, on which some events occurred, which
were absolutely inexplicable to him and his only
daughter was involved in the depth of those events.
The ideas, which cropped up and his sufferings
sometimes brought him to a strange conclusion and
his inner voice told him that whatever happened to
Natalie was not a chance occurrence, but a natural
regulation, which he was unable to comprehend
and where there was no place for him. Gradually,
subconsciously he got a stronger belief, that Natalie
was somewhere else in another reality.
At this very time Natalie and Bedia were having
a lot of fun in the palace of Prince Eric. Wonderful

music was played and people in couples were dancing.

Ariel was dancing with Bedia, Jasmine with Eric and

Natalie with Aladdin. The little girl was running from
one couple to another clapping her hands.

And suddenly in the midst of the ball, Natalie felt an
unbearable pain, as if somebody had struck her with an
axe. The poor girl nearly fainted but fortunately Bedia
was nearby and he caught her.

She felt that something evil was going on. Saying
good-bye to the guests, Natalie and Bedia hurried
home. The hosts of the palace were leading the way
with a lamp towards the Oak Tree. They were followed
by Natalie, Bedia and Jinn with the little girl in his
arms. Here at last they saw the blue light of the Oak
Tree, but it was not so bright and seemed to be on the
point of going out.

On the shore, alarmed Triton met them. It was very
sentimental to see the two giants gently taking care of
their friends.

Having said good-bye to their guides, Natalie, Bedia
and the little girl entered the passage. And suddenly
Jinn put forward his huge hand and held out the magic

lamp to them.
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“I don’t know how the lamp will behave itself in
your reality, but I hope it will be useful to you,” the
kind Jinn could hardly manage to utter these words.

With every step, the tunnel became narrower and
dimmer, so that they could hardly move forward. At
last the exit appeared. Natalie and the little girl were
the first to leave the passage and then Bedia followed
them. Now Natalie was to take care of the little girl
until her mother was found.

Suddenly a big, cold drop fell upon Natalie. She
thought that it had started raining, but there was not
a single cloud in the sky and the star- studded sky
was mysteriously illuminating the whole universe.
Natalie went round the Oak Tree and saw a big cut
on its trunk, from which some liquid was leaking, as
if blood.

“Oh, my poor friend”, she turned to the magic Oak
Tree, gently embracing it. “You are wounded and
therefore the blue light was so weak. That’s why our
traveling was so hard in the passage” They entered
their house terribly tired.

“Natalie, is that you?” And who is this little girl,
and how did she appear here?” asked George at seeing
the little girl.

Natalie asked her father to let her leave the little
girl with her until her parents were found and George
agreed. It was already late and Bedia, saying good bye
to everybody went home.

“Mother must be waiting for me and worrying about
me,” he thought on his way home.

The little girl was sitting on the sofa. Natalie gave

her something to eat and took her to the bedroom.
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She made beds, turned off the light and suddenly
she stood still with astonishment: the little girl’s eyes
and hair were illuminated in gray, phosphor light. And
then Natalie heard a soft voice:

“My name is Mimmi. I don’t know where I have
come from. [ only remember that [ was playing hide
and seek at my Mummy’s work. She works at cosmo-
drome. I hid myself in some flying apparatus and
was sitting very quietly, but suddenly some pilots
appeared and we started flying. When I came out of
my hiding place, we were far from our planet and
nothing was possible to be done. We had been flying
for a long time until the blue planet of the Earth
appeared and the pilots started landing. Suddenly
an airplane appeared. The course of the rocket was
impossible to change and we crashed into each

other. After that I hardly remembered anything. |

only remember that I clutched at something yellow,

while I was in the air. I fell into the water and
fainted. When I came to myself the yellow life vest
kept me on the surface.

Natalie could swear that she heard the little
girl speaking, but Mimmi did not utter a single
word. Natalie felt as if her feet gave in and she
sat down on the floor, staring at the little creature
with astonishment Natalie pulled herself together.
Everything was clear — an alien was sitting in front
of her! But she had no idea what to do with her.
“Morning is wiser than evening”, she thought and
put the little one to bed.

That night Natalie had a wonderful dream.
She was flying in the clouds and found herself on
a wonderful square of an unknown city. Strange

constructions were built there and oval shaped
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fantastic cars were noiselessly running about past her.
The city was illuminated by silvery-bluish light.

Natalie’s attention was attracted by a gray-eyed
woman. She was crying and asking the passers-by if
anybody had seen her little Mimmi. Then a tall man
in a pilot’s strange uniform stopped and told her that
Mimmi had been seen in the flying apparatus, which
was flying to the planet Earth and that it had an accident
for some unknown reasons. The woman started crying,
but her motherly instinct was telling her that her little
daughter was alive.

Natalie woke up. The moonlight filled the room and
there was an oppressing silence in it, broken only by the
monotonous ticking of the clock. She looked around
the room and saw Mimmi. Natalie was absolutely
sure that she was the very Mimmi, that the gray-eyed
woman was looking for.

The girl was fast asleep, with her palm under her
cheek and if not her phosphorous silvery bluish hair,
scattered on the pillow, one would not tell her from an
ordinary little girl. Natalie felt terribly sorry for her.
She softly petted the sleeping girl and made a firm
decision to find her mother.

Natalie could not sleep and she went out to take
a breath of the fresh night air and suddenly she
remembered about her kind old Oak Tree — Magician

Jim, as she had called it in her mind.

“Its wound must be painful” thought Natalie, but
she could not think of any help as she was unaware
how to treat magicians. Then she remembered that her
mother’s kerchief used to help her in her childhood.
As soon as she covered herself with it, the pain would
disappear at once.

Natalie went into the garden, removed the moss
from the ground, put it on the Oak Tree’s wound and
tied it with her mother’s kerchief. The thankful Oak
Tree groaned softly.

The first lights of the sun were already shining on
the horizon and Natalie went back into her room.

In the morning, Natalie was awakened by Buran,
her dog’s desperate barking. She opened her eyes and
unwillingly went into the yard. Her faithful friend was
holding in his teeth the magic lamp, which Mimmi
must have dropped. The dog was running about in the
yard, as if grumbling:

“I'have to do everything myself. Nobody puts things
in their proper places.”

When Buran saw Natalie, he ran up to her and

put the lamp at her feet. Natalie petted her dog, put
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the lamp into the hollow of the magic Oak Tree and
returned to her bedroom.

Mimmi had already woken up, sitting on her bed.

“Oh, my little one, are you already awake? Don’t
worry, nobody will hurt you. I’ll do my best to find
your mother,” said Natalie gently and petted the
little girl.

But she did not know how to help her. Natalie
sat thinking how to begin the search of Mimmi’s
mother. If only she could look into the magic mirror,
it would certainly instruct her, what to do. Natalie
stood up and went to the magic Oak Tree. In its
hollow the magic mirror was lying. She knew well

that she was allowed to look into the mirror only

-

once a month. She walked round the Oak Tree and
thought:

“If Magician Jim allows me to take the mirror, it
will mean that this rule can be broken. The magic Oak
Tree sent me to save the little girl, so he will tell me if
I can look into the mirror once more.”

Natalie put her hand into the hollow and took out
the mirror without any effort.

In her mind she thanked everybody, magicians and
fairies, ordinary people and Jinns, magical things and
animals that had helped her to do good. She did not
forget Magician Jim either.

Natalie knelt down near the magic Oak Tree,
embraced it and pressed her cheek upon its multi-
century trunk and suddenly she felt a soft touch of her
friend — the tree was gently petting her head with its
mighty branches.

Natalie gotback to Mimmi. They settled comfortably
on the sofa and cleaning the surface of the mirror with
her palm, got ready to see the reflection.

“Please help us! Mimmi lost her mother and does
not know where to look for her,” said Natalie to the
mirror. The mirror lighted up and a coordination net
like a radar appeared on its surface. It started searching.
Mimmi got strained, staring at the twinkling screen of
the wonderful mirror. Gradually the outlines of the
silvery planet appeared and after a while, that very
mega polis that Natalie had seen in her dream. Here
was the square and that beautiful gray-eyed woman!
Mimmi pointed to the magic screen of the mirror with
her tiny finger. Natalie understood that the contact was
carried out. She did not know how Mimmi was talking
with her mother, but she was absolutely sure that
Mimmi was able to tell her mother of her whereabouts.
After a while Mimmi started communicating with

Natalie in her usual way:
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“Thank you and the magic mirror. Mother is sure
to think of some way. The principal thing is that she
knows where I am.”

Natalie hugged Mimmi, as she knew how she
wanted to be with her mother. Natalie decided to call
Bedia, but it appeared that he was ill and had a high
temperature. What could be done? Again she had to
take a decision herself.

Natalie and Mimmi, followed by Buran, went to the
garden to the magic Oak Tree. In the hollow of the
Oak Tree there was another thing, which might help
Mimmi. Natalie easily took out the magic lamp of
Aladdin and thought that Jinn would not have given

her the lamp, which had been so important for him.

Natalie rubbed the lamp and thick smoke came out of
it and then giant Jinn himself.

“I am listening and I obey you,” said Jinn as he
usually did.

Poor Buran, mad with fright, yelping hid himself
behind the Oak Tree. Mimmi was watching everything
with her big gray eyes. Natalie was surprised as she
remembered that according to Aladdin’s wish Jinn had
been granted freedom.

“Hello, Jinn, how did you manage to get into the
lantern again?” asked him Natalie. “I thought you
would be able to help us, but as far as I can see, you
have your own problems.”

“Miss Natalie, true, I am no longer a slave of the
lamp, but the Great Board of all the Magicians and
Fairies of the World decided to send me on a mission
to you. You do need help to get Mimmi back home.
It’s your good luck, Jafar is locked in the lamp and
has no right to leave it, or you would have had to deal
with him.”

Natalie asked the giant for advice, but Jinn could
only carry out orders, not give advice. Natalie thanked
him and he disappeared the same way as he had
appeared. Only now Buran dared to come out of his
hiding place and started sniffing at the lamp with
curiosity - just yesterday it acted quite differently and
the poor creature decided that Natalie was working
wonders. Buran was looking at her with suspicion,
wagging his tail.

Natalie put the lamp back into the hollow of the
Oak Tree and went deep into her thoughts.

“There can be no doubt that Mimmi should return
back to her mother, but how can she get there? Shall
I ask the magic mirror for help or shall I send Mimmi
with Jinn?” Natalie thought of all the possible and

impossible ways. At any rate one was clear, that
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she could not accompany Mimmi. Natalie felt
responsible for the little girl, therefore she could not
admit that anything might prevent her from getting
home.

“What if Jinn does anything in the wrong way or
what if the mirror sends her to the wrong place and
Mimmi finds herself in the vast space?” Thought
Natalie and suddenly she heard Mimmi’s familiar
voice:

“Natalie, I ought to return to my planet at any
cost. We cannot leave it for a long time, because
its magnetic waves provide us with life energy. By
our time parameters I can stay on the Earth only
for six days and nights. I have stayed here for three
days and nights, so it means, that in three days I’1l
start gradually turning off and I’ll perish for sure.
Several generations of our scientists were unable
to invent an apparatus, which would provide us
with certain energy when we are away from home.
My planet is very far away. I had been flying to the
Earth for twenty-four hours, it’s incredibly long,
because our space ships fly at a very high speed.
Once I overheard mother speaking about deformed
times and spaces and that we fly faster than the
speed of light. True, I don’t understand much about
all that, but I feel that there is an enormous space
between my mother and me.”

Natalie was totally at a loss. Her mind was not
capable to grasp the enormous spaces between galaxies.
It was quite a different world, which was simply called
endless fantasy.

And suddenly her face brightened. There might
be a password! It might be ‘love’ and ‘kindness’.
Hardly could she utter these words, when the light
wind blew and the magic Oak Tree made squeaking

sounds, ready to open the blue passage. Will Natalie

have to fly together with Mimmi? The girl got terribly

frightened to take such a responsibility and suddenly
the phone rang.

“Bell, it’s so wonderful that you called me! I need
your help,” gladly cried out Natalie.

Shetold her friend about everything and they stopped
for a minute, as if the connection was interrupted, but
then Bell’s voice was heard again:

“Father is sure his wonder-car might be useful.”

The passage in the magic Oak Tree was open, but
she could not enter it.

“What’s the matter?”” she thought and reprimanded
Bedia in her thoughts. “How could he fall ill, when I
need his help so much?”

Natalie waved her hand hopelessly and looked
around the garden as if searching for something.
Feeling that Natalie could not find a way out,
Buran ran up to Natalie and pressed himself
against her.

“Oh, Buran, Buran, I wish you could find something
that I need!” she said to the dog and petted it gently on
his head. Buran seemed to guess, that he was unable to

help Natalie. He started yelping and guiltily put down
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his tail. Suddenly the dog stirred and pricked his ears,
sniffing the air. Then it dashed to Magician Jim and

started running around the tree.

“What’s the matter, Buran? What is it that has
disturbed you? Why are you running round the tree
like mad?” Asked Natalie.

Suddenly a car appeared in the blue passage of
the Oak Tree. It was Maurice’s car that rushed into
Natalie’s garden. Natalie and Bell ran towards each
other and the inventor looked at the alien creature with
interest, trying to see what was so unusual about her.
Buran was proudly sitting near the car as if to show
that it was thanks to him that these important people
appeared.

Now it was necessary to decide what to do next.
Natalie, Bell, Maurice and Buran were sitting under
the magic tree, trying to come to a decision how to
get Mimmi back home. They had magic things — the
mirror, the lamp and the wonder-car. Neither of these
items was safe for traveling in the space. They argued
a lot, but could not come to any agreement. Natalie
suggested asking Bedia for advice. In spite of the fact

that he was 1ill, the friends called him and

O asked him to come.
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After a while, warmly wrapped Bedia appeared in the
garden under the Oak Tree, but neither he had any definite
decision. All of them sat, thinking hard what to do.

And suddenly the magic Oak Tree threw out the
mirror and the lamp at the feet of the friends and
Jinn appeared, without waiting to be called. He
sat next to Natalie and listened to her request, yet
Jinn was not sure that Mimmi would be absolutely
safe with him in this dangerous journey. What was
to be done? By using the magic mirror, Mimmi
could find herself on a different planet, as they had
appeared in a different fairy tale. Traveling with
Jinn was not quite safe and Maurice’s wonder-car
needed modernization to enable it to travel in the
space. It was no easy matter to alter it into a rocket,
even though it was a wonder-car. The friends were
in a deadlock, they had no decision. And suddenly
Natalie made a suggestion:

“Let’s ask Magician Jim. After all he had sent me to
save Mimmi! Let him tell us what to do.”

But the magic Oak Tree was silent. It was evident

that neither he had any answer.

Finally Bedia rose and started giving his arguments
in his husky with cold voice:

“I don’t know in which galaxy or constellation
Mimmi’s silvery planet is. Evidently neither Mimmi
knows it as she is just a child. As a student of
Physics Faculty, I can only suppose that the little
one appeared here from the planet, which is invisible
from the Earth. It might be in the constellation of
“Gold Fish” and even if we build a rocket, it is so far,
that we are not likely to reach it. Therefore we are
to get in touch with their planet and let them reach
the orbit, where we could meet and pass Mimmi to
them.

Hardly could Bedia finish his idea, when the magic
Oak Tree squeaked, as if it wanted to say that he
agreed with him. The decision was finally made and
the friends got down to work. It was necessary to get in
touch with Mimmi’s planet, but how to do it?

Jinn picked up the magic mirror and started
searching in it, though nobody thought it would work,
as everybody knew Natalie had the right to use it only

once a month.
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Suddenly to everybody’s astonishment the mirror
started speaking:

“At the Great Magic Forum a decision has been
made — to get Mimmi to her planet. I have been
ordered to assist you in this task. Get ready, in a few
minutes I’ll enable you to get in touch with the Center
for Flight Management of that planet’s cosmo-drome.

The reflection of a handsome blue-eyed man
appeared in the looking glass. Just like Mimmi he did
not speak, but everybody understood his words:

“From Mimmi’s mother we know where she is.
Our shuttle is ready for the flight to the planet Earth,
but we have one problem. The spaceship on which
Mimmi had been, got crashed for the reason that it
had failed to cope with management, when it was
flying through thick layers of the planet Earth’s

atmosphere. We are not yet ready to perform flights

to the planet Earth, though our scientists are already
close to settling this problem. Therefore our task is
to get Mimmi to the near Earth orbit, where she will
move to our spaceship. Hurry up, in twenty-four
hours we shall be at the fixed place.”

Now the issue was building the rocket. Maurice
began considering how to reconstruct his wonder-car,
but unfortunately he could not even imagine what he
had to deal with. Natalie and Bedia were anxiously
watching the inventor, as they knew how much time,
knowledge and effort it had taken people to get to the
Moon.

Again the magic Oak Tree came to their help.
Suddenly the tree started throwing some things out
of its hollow. They appeared to be the instruments
and as soon as the friends were about to pick them
up, they themselves started working. The work
was successfully done as everybody worked in a
good team and the spaceship was soon ready for
the flight.

The rocket-like machine was standing near the magic
Oak Tree. It was a strange construction, resembling
something like a submarine or a rocket, which had
not been known up to that moment. It looked so funny
that the friends burst into laughter. But now Bedia
remembered that they were to dock with the aliens’
space vehicle to get Mimmi on its board. But they
had no protective suits! Maybe the magic Oak Tree
could help them with its magic blue passage! The Oak
Tree made some sounds and a branch of a tree, slowly
swirling like a spiral, fell down at Mimmi’s feet. The
friends realized it was the magic blue passage. They
picked up the branch and started going on board their
space ship.

The pilot’s seat was certainly occupied by the
inventor. Skillfully he started checking the details
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before setting off. Natalie, Bell, Bedia, Jinn and Mimmi
and of course Buran took their seats in the cabin. They
took the magic things on board the vehicle — just in
case, who knows how useful they might appear to be!
Now they had to hurry up as they did not have much
time to get to the fixed orbit. The passengers of the

strange vehicle were anxiously waiting for the start,

only Mimmi was sitting calmly. Finally Jinn with the

help of his magic started the space ship and the friends
dashed up into the sky. While flying over the populated
places, the space-vehicle made a stunning impression
on the people, who were looking into the sky, pointing
at the unusual apparatus.

The space ship was flying at an astonishing speed and
soon it reached outer space. Now the friends had only to
wait for the aliens’ spaceship. A fantastic view opened
from the portholes and the passengers of the space ship
sat fascinated by the beauty surrounding them.

Suddenly the magic mirror lighted up again. Mimmi

was watching impatiently what it would show. The
alien pilot appeared in the reflection, and he started
giving instructions how to pass Mimmi to them:

“We are approaching. Soon we shall be within your
sight and at the necessary distance to carry out docking.
As soon as we give a signal, start the operation of

passing Mimmi from your spaceship to ours. We have

been given not more than thirteen minutes to carry out
the whole operation.

Everybody got ready, waiting anxiously for the
space ship to appear. And then they saw one of the
stars grow and approach them. It was a real flying
saucer, perfectly shaped and illuminated. Now the
time for Mimmi to leave came and it was necessary to
use the magic branch of the Oak Tree. The hatchway
of the flying apparatus was to be opened in such a
way as to create a magic passage, otherwise the
passengers could be pulled out into the open space.

So the operation was to be performed extremely
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precisely. Natalie and Bell supported Mimmi and
Bedia and Jinn went in the direction of the hatchway.
Maurice took the course of the aliens’ space ship
and approached it at the closest distance possible.
Buran brought Natalie the magic branch, as if giving
the command about the start of the operation. The
decisive moment came. The hatchway opened, the
branch lighted and the familiar blue passage of the
magic Oak Tree appeared. Mimmi slowly walked
through the passage to the flying saucer. Suddenly
Mimmi’s shoe got stuck on the edge of the hatchway.
Everybody froze, but Buran ran up to the girl and
helped her to free herself. Natalie and Bell sighed
with relief — Mimmi was able to continue her way
through the blue passage. For a second Mimmi turned
round and waved her hand to everybody. As soon as
the hatchway of the flying saucer closed behind her,
the blue passage disappeared.

A heavy silence fell. Mimmi left and the friends
felt very sad to part with the little girl. But the main
thing was that she went to her mother and she was
out of danger from now on. The flying saucer of the
aliens was thankfully twinkling, to let them know that
everything was all right.

The friends, sitting in the space ship were
discussing their journey and the successful return of
Mimmi. They wondered what Mimmi would tell her
people about her new friends from the Earth, but it
was time to return home and Bedia and Maurice gave
the course to their spaceship and directed its flight to
their planet Earth.

E

Finally the flying vehicle entered the atmospheric
layers of the planet Earth and everybody got ready
for landing. When the distance to the Earth was 500

miles and the speed of the space ship was over the
admitted limit, the passengers were warned about
danger and the vehicle turned on the safe manual
management. Bedia and Maurice ordered the
apparatus the necessary parameters. Jinn skillfully
coped with the work of the board engineer of the
space ship. The passengers felt a push and the flying
vehicle struck against the land. They opened the exit
and left the spaceship.

When they looked around, they realized that they
were not in Natalie’s garden. A cold wind was blowing
and there was a drab desert around them. It was clear
that the parameters of the landing had been mistakenly
given and they were in an unknown place.

They got back to the space ship and went deep
into sad thoughts. Bell was thinking about her Prince,
Jinn - about Aladdin and Jasmine, Natalic about
her father, Bedia about his mother and Buran was
dreaming about her cozy kennel and the bone he had
hidden in the fallen leaves. Everybody was eager to
get back home.

Besides, they were all hungry and tired after their

adventures. Bedia looked at his friends and burst out

laughing. Natalie’s face was dirty with soot. Bell
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tore off the hem of her
festive dress and now she
turned into an ordinary
girl. Maurice’s trousers
looked like a traveler’s
tunic and Buran looked
like a hedgehog with his
fir standing on edge.

Suddenly Bedia remembered about Aladdin’s lamp
and asked Jinn to rub it in order to give them food and
drink and warm them. Jinn did so and suddenly the
black smoke came out of the lamp, followed by an evil
giggling. The exhausted and terrified friends stared at
the lamp.

“I obey to serve you, master” came a thundering
voice of the evil magician Jafar.

Poor Jinn had quite forgotten that Jafar had been
locked in this very lamp. As Jafar was a Jinn and was
obliged to carry out commands, Jinn ordered him to
lay the table and to warm the space ship. But after
finding himself in the lamp, Jafar became even more
wicked and evil.

“I’ll carry out your order on one condition. Every
wish that I carry out will reduce my imprisonment in
the lamp for 1 000 years.”

What could be done?! The friends fell fully into the
power of Jafar. After some discussion they decided

to write a letter to the lamp, after all it was the boss

of the evil Jinn and only the lantern could dictate its
conditions. In the letter, written in Jinn’s language,
it was written that they agreed on Jafar’s condition,
but he was obliged to serve them faithfully until they
reached home. In case Jafar did not commit anything
evil, his imprisonment would be reduced for 1 000
years. Everybody signed the message and it was sealed
with Bell’s royal stamp.

After putting the message into the lamp, they
started anxiously waiting for the answer. Soon the
lamp shook, swiftly moved from side to side and
changed its color every minute. It was clear that
Jafar was struggling with himself: If he agreed to the
condition, the time of his imprisonment would be
reduced for 1 000 years, but doing a kind deed was
even more difficult for him than being imprisoned.
After a while the lantern calmed down and a sealed
scroll appeared from it. The friends joyfully opened
it and Jinn read the answer aloud:

“I, Jafar from Aghraba swear to serve you truly
and faithfully on condition that all the points of the
agreement will be carried out honestly by everybody,

including Jinn.”
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Finally the agreement was made and signed by both
parts. A minute later it got a warm light and fabulously
delicious food appeared. The friends were treating
themselves to the wonderful food when magic music
was played, which put them all to sleep. Everybody
fell fast asleep on board the space ship.

Jafar’s terrible laughter woke them up. The
wonder-car was destroyed. Poor Jinn got his
natural, enormous size while he was asleep and the
wonder car got smashed into pieces. Jafar, sitting
in the lantern was rejoicing, because even while
being a slave of the lamp he was able to commit
evil things.

The wonder-car was destroyed and the travelers
were left without a means of transport. What could
be done? It was evident that they could no longer
use the magic lamp and the magic mirror was silent.
They had no idea where they were — in a fairy tale,
or on an uninhabited island, populated by cannibals
and fierce beasts. It was necessary to think of some
way out.

Bedia called Buran and they went to explore the
place and Bell and Maurice checked the mechanism
of the wonder-car. Fortunately it was not destroyed.
By Natalie’s suggestion they constructed something
like an antenna and started fixing it. Suddenly
they clearly heard a voice, which was making an
announcement:

“Unusual events are taking place in our city. An
unidentified flying object has appeared in the clean sky
over our city. It is flying round and round over the city,
as if observing and studying us. The population has
come out, watching the unusual event. The scientists are
unable to identify the flying object yet. They hope that
the unknown aliens have come with peaceful purposes

and will soon get into contact with the population of

the Earth. Stay with us and we shall keep you updated
about the course of the most important events...”

At this time Mimmi was flying back home. She
could hardly stand on her feet as her strength was
leaving her. But the more the flying saucer approached
the planet, the stronger she felt as the vital energy was
coming back to her. And when they landed, she was
already full of energy and she rushed out to look for
her mother.

At last she saw the familiar eyes, full of love. The
woman took Mimmi into her arms and hugged her and
Mimmi pressed herself to her mother, promising never
to get lost again.

The spacemen gave an account about the flight,
the mission of which was to save the little girl. They
described the people of the Earth and their flying
vehicle in detail. Having analyzed the information,
the scientists of the Center for Flight Management
came to the conclusion that it was impossible to fly

on a rocket like that. They made a conclusion that

the vehicle like that had miraculously gone into space
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and was sure to have met with an accident, if it were
not given proper assistance. It was clear that an urgent
expedition was to be prepared to be sent to the Earth.
They were well aware how dangerous it might be,
but they could not act in any other way, after all the
people of the Earth had risked their lives for saving
the little girl from an unknown planet. So they felt
very much obliged.

Another, more sophisticated space ship was
ready for the flight and evidently it would be able to
manage to go through the atmosphere layers of the
planet Earth.

Exactly thirty minutes later after the announcement,
the rocket flew into the space, taking the course in the
direction of the blue planet Earth. Mimmi certainly
flew with them as she had more experience of
communicating with the inhabitants of the Earth. This
argument was so convincing that the scientists could
not refuse her and leave her at home.

Finally the spaceship got through the thick layers of
the planet Earth and under direction of Mimmi, who
showed the pilots the coordination of the city, where

the people of the strange flying vehicle lived, began

approaching the object of their mission The flying
saucer was over Natalie’s house. In vain did Mimmi
looked at the house trying to see any signs of life and
when she was unable to see her friends, she got very
much upset. What were they supposed to do now? The
pilots switched on the scanning apparatus, but all in
vain — the house was empty. Mimmi was thinking hard
how to help her friends and suddenly she remembered
the magic branch of the Oak Tree, which had helped
her to get home.

“Perhaps Magician Jim can help me to find my
saviors?” She thought. Mimmi asked the pilots to get
her to the necessary place. She was well aware that
her energy supply would last only for two days and
therefore she was in a great hurry. The pilots switched
on the apparatus to make them invisible, as they did
not want the population of the Earth to panic at the
sight of an unidentified flying object.

At last Mimmi found herself in Natalie’s garden and
she ran along the path, leading to the magic Oak Tree.
She felt that only he could help her. Approaching, it
Mimmi took out the branch that she had never parted

with even for a minute. The branch slipped out of her
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hand and flew to the very place, where it had been
growing before. Magician Jim made grateful sounds
in reply. Mimmi turned her thoughts to the magic Oak
Tree, asking to help her to find the wonder car and if

possible to send her to her friends.

L

Meanwhile Bedia and Buran were exploring the
place. They found nothing, but a narrow, winding,
path leading to a thick forest. On coming back, Bedia
gave the account of his exploration to his friends and
after discussing the matter, they decided to go along
the path. They collected all the necessary things and
set off on their way.

The path led them to a thick, ominously silent
forest. They entered the forest with heavy hearts. They
had covered quite a long distance, when Buran stopped
and pricked his ears. Terrifying whistles, laughter and
shooting reached their ears. The travelers went in the
direction of the sounds and came to a wide road, where

a golden carriage, harnessed with wonderful horses

was standing. It was surrounded by robbers, who were

forcibly
dragging a scared
girl out of the
carriage. The friends
hardly had any time to
consider the situation, when
they saw enraged Jinn, hurrying to
help the girl and smashing everything

on his way. The robbers got scared to
death and quickly left the place of the conflict.

Staring at her giant savior, the girl was in a shock.
Natalie and Bell ran up to her to calm her down.
Finally she came to herself and said:

“My name is Gerda and [ am on my way to save my
brother, who has been kidnapped and now I am in a
hurry to get him back home.”

Natalie remembered the tale, which her father
used to read to her before sleeping. She knew that
only the Reindeer of the little robber girl was able
to help her. So, it was necessary to find the camp of
the robbers.

Gerda was awfully happy to meet friends in this
terrifying forest. She let the coachman and pages go
to the palace and the travelers got into the carriage to
look for the robbers.

Only now did they notice that the carriage was
full of sweets and fruit. The hungry friends helped
themselves to the delicious food, as the way was long
and they needed to be strong.

The horses rushed swifter than the wind and by the
time the sun had set, an old, half dilapidated castle
appeared in the gloomy forest. Through the gates a

big fire could be seen with the robbers sitting round it.

They were telling an incredible story about the giant.
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The old robber woman and her little daughter were
listening with interest, but it was evident, that they did
not believe their story.

The friends discussed the situation and decided
to take the robbers by surprise. The beautiful gold
carriage rushed inside with a great noise and stopped
in the yard of the castle. The robbers stared at the
incredibly rich carriage in a shock. Only the old
robber- woman seized a musket and aimed at the
friends, sitting inside the carriage. But she had hardly
any time to make a shot — the huge giant grabbed her
and hang her by her feet. She cried, begging to be
forgiven, but Jinn angrily looked at her and did not
let her free.

Gerda went up to the little robber girl and told her
about her sad story. As the robber girl had a kind heart,
she burst out crying and of course she agreed to help
Gerda.

The travelers entered the castle, where they found
tied animals. The Reindeer was locked in one of the
corners. Natalie knew that it was this very deer, which
could show them the way to the Snow Queen. They
had to hurry, as in case they were late, Kay’s heart
would turn into ice for good.

The friends got ready to leave, but the little robber
girl started crying and begged them to take her with

them. She was so eager to help Gerda, that they all
agreed to take her to Lapland.

The girls took seats in the carriage, Bedia took
the coachman’s seat, Maurice mounted the Reindeer,
and Jinn and Buran followed them. The old robber
woman cried, begging her daughter to stay. The girl
kissed her mother and promised her to come back by
all means. The old robber woman had no other way
out but to agree and wish them a good journey.

Bedia swished the whip and they galloped off
faster than the wind. The Reindeer was running in
front of them, leading the way to Lapland. They were
on their way to an old woman’s hut in Lapland, as
she could show them the way to the Snow Queen’s
palace.

The farther they moved, the darker and colder it
became. The cold, northern wind was blowing and
the friends felt freezing. Jinn looked at the girls with
alarm and thought how to get warm clothes for them.
Then he remembered about the lamp, in which Jafar
was locked. The giant well remembered the last evil
trick of the wicked magician, therefore he was not in a
hurry to call him. But there was no other way out — if
he failed to get warm clothes, the friends would not be
able to continue their way. Jinn sighed and rubbed the

lamp. His efforts were in vain. Jafar was not going to
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respond and appear out of the lantern. The giant started
shaking the lantern and only wicked Jafar’s laughter
came out of it. Jinn lost all his patience and shouted
in rage:

“Jafar, respond at once and never think of playing
evil tricks. If you don’t obey the lantern, I swear by
the magi of the magicians and I’ll report on you to the
Supreme Council of Jinns.!!!”

“I hear and obey you!” uttered Jafar terribly scared.

Jinn ordered him to clothe, and warm the travelers.
A minute later the girls were dressed in warm fur
coats, hats and high boots. Bedia and Maurice were
also properly clothed, but Buran looked the funniest
— he was wearing a fur coat, suitable to his own fur
and he had woolen socks on his paws. All of them
started joyfully laughing at the sight of Buran, and
their faithful friend barked happily, demonstrating

his extraordinary outfit. Jinn was kind enough to

reduce the time of Jafar’s imprisonment for

another 1 000 years for his service. Yet

the wicked magician only muttered
in answer.

“Thank you, I am moved

by your nobility.”

It got dark. The travelers were

galloping forward upon sparkling white

snow and ice. The cold wind was blowing

and the Northern Lights were illuminating their

hard way to the house of the woman of Lapland. She
lived bordering with the Snow Queen’s lands and
could never expect to see people in the gold carriage,
particularly Jinn.

The old woman was standing in the doorway of her
cabin, petrified, forgetting everything upon this world.
Gerda rushed to her and started begging her for help.

She listened to her attentively and after drawing the
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detailed map of the Snow Queen’s palace, she let them
go on their way.

After thanking the old woman the friends set off
on their way. The road was long and hard. Every mile
of the road was full of danger — the ice could not hold
the weight of the travelers and it cracked. Traveling
in the carriage became too dangerous and Jinn offered
them his own variant of traveling —he put the girls into
his pockets. Bedia mounted the Reindeer and Maurice,
constructing something like a sledge, harnessed Buran,
in spite of the dog’s great resistance.

Finally the snow white palace appeared. It was
sparkling brightly in the Northern Lights. The palace
did not seem very hard to reach at that distance and the
friends hurried there to rescue Kay.

Suddenly a snow storm began — it was the soldiers
of the Snow Queen, who tried to stop them. Big snow
flakes, resembling ugly animals, beat them in the eyes
and the cold gusts of the wind made them fall down.
Everything got mixed up in this emerald chaos: the
earth, the air and the sky turned into one terrible
living creature, which blinded their eyes, suffocated
them and like a snake encircled them, smashing

everything on its way. Fortunately Jinn was with our

friends. They hid behind his back and overcame all

the obstacles. They finally reached the palace of the
Snow Queen.

The cold, gloomy palace with its thousand halls
was standing in isolation on the rock, sparkling in the
Northern Lights. The travelers found a small crystal
gate, which opened, making tinkling sounds and let
them into the palace. According to the plan, given by
the old Lapland woman, in the middle of the largest
empty hall there was a frozen lake, where the Snow
Queen used to sit, when she was in the palace. The
friends went to that hall. They cautiously made their
way along the long corridors and their every step was
gloomily echoed.

At last they reached the hall with the frozen lake.
Kay was sitting in the center of the frozen lake,
playing with icy blocks, building intricate pyramids.
Gerda rushed to him, but Kay, looking at her with his
cold, empty eyes, kept on playing. Suddenly a snow
blizzard rushed in and the Snow Queen followed it full
of dignity. The friends stood motionless and only Jinn,
charmed by the beauty of the Snow Queen, slowly went
in her direction. The Snow Queen seemed surprised
too, as she did not expect to see strangers in her hall,

but she was amazed by the giant, who was looking at
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her with admiration. His look penetrated into her heart
and made it throb faster. She had never experienced a
feeling like that in all her life. She tried to pull herself
together and recover her usual calmness, but in vain.
The friends watched this scene with astonishment,
trying to understand what would happen next. Only
Gerda took advantage of the situation, ran up to Kay
and kissed him. Kay started crying and the ice pieces,
which had made him so cold and indifferent, fell out of
his eyes. He hugged Gerda and was terribly happy that
he would be able to go back home.

Meanwhile the friends managed to slip away
from the palace. Only poor Jinn was standing, as if
mesmerized by the royal beauty of the ruler of the
snow and ice. Bedia decided to go back into the palace
to save Jinn, because if the Snow Queen kissed him, he
would stay in her palace for good. He started thinking

how to convince his friend.

Natalie, Bell, Maurice, Gerda and Kay stood in
the cold, dreaming to get back to their warm homes.
Suddenly Natalie noticed the Polar Star in the sky and
she remembered about Mimmi.

“I wonder where Mimmi is now. It’s good that we
managed to help her. One never knows how we shall
be able to get out of here,” thought Natalie.

Far away Natalie noticed a lonely tree, which was
bending at the gusts of the cold, penetrating wind.
Natalie sadly looked at it, she could not understand
how the tree could grow in the snow and ice.
Unexpectedly she saw the familiar blue light, from
which a little girl came out. Natalie was astonished
when she saw Mimmi, approaching them. All the
others also noticed her and ran to her. They asked
her how she found herself near the Snow Queen’s

palace. Mimmi told them about her adventures in

her unusual way.
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It was time to go back, because the blue light might
disappear at any moment.

Natalie explained to Mimmi that Bedia and Jinn
were still in the palace. They discussed the matter and
decided to apply Mimmi’s telepathic abilities. She
went in the direction of the palace without hesitation.
She could not admit that her favorite friend Jinn could
turn into a cold and indifferent creature.

In the Snow Queen’s palace Jinn was still standing
motionless, unable to tear his gaze off the royal beauty
of the Snow Queen. Mimmi used her telepathic ability
and ordered the giant to follow her. Jinn obeyed her
and went after the girl. Bedia quickly ran forward and
Buran desperately dragged him, as if the dog’s strength
could move the kind giant.

The Snow Queen came to herself. She picked up
her crystal wand and turned into a cold and indifferent
queen as before.

The Snow Queen stayed all alone, surrounded
by snow and ice. She sat down on her crystal
throne and for the first time in her life she felt
that she wanted to cry, but even her tears were of
ice — they fell down and broke into thousands of

diamond splinters. By and by her thoughts turned

to her ordinary way of life.

“I also give people profit and joy. After all, children
enjoy playing snowballs and tobogganing in winter.
Fields rest under snow and give a good harvest,”
thought she.

The blue light was waiting for the friends, ready to
get them back to their homes. But first they had to take
care of the little robber girl, Gerda and Kay, they had
gone through such a lot of sufferings. Without thinking
much, Natalie took the lamp and rubbed it.

“I hear and obey you” came Jafar’s voice, coarse
with cold.

Natalie gently asked the evil magician to get her
friends back home, promising to reduce his time of
imprisonment for another 1 000 years. Jafar tried to
avoid the work, usually done by Jinn but the lamp
made him carry out Natalie’s request. The flying
carpet appeared and the characters of the tale “The
Snow Queen” were placed upon it and they were sent
home.

he friends fearlessly entered the blue passage and
as soon as the passage was closed behind them, they
heard the curses of the Snow Queen. They all felt sorry
for her, as she was again left all alone. It was Jinn, who
took it very close to his heart, as parting with his love

was very hard for him.
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When the friends reached the middle of the blue
passage, they saw three paths instead of one. It was
time to say good-bye. Bell and Maurice were the first
to leave. Maurice was already thinking of building a
new wonder-car. Then it was time to part with Jinn.
Natalie and Bedia tried

to comfort him, saying that he could find another
sorceress and fall in love with her. Jinn cheered up and
straightened up at his full height.

“Even Magician Jim is aware of my sufferings

and has enabled me to stand at my full height,”

thought the giant “But it’s enough to pity myself. At
home my friends Aladdin and Jasmine are waiting
for me and I must send them on a honey moon on
the flying carpet.

Jinn left the lamp to Natalie and Bedia, thinking
that it might be useful to them. He turned round and
took the second path in the blue passage. There was
one passage left and Natalie, Bedia, Mimmi and of
course Buran took it.

They came to Natalie’s garden to the magic Oak

Tree and the blue passage closed. Now the friends said
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good-bye to Mimmi, who was expecting the space ship
of her planet to arrive. Natalie hugged the little girl and
here another miracle occurred — the magic Oak Tree
started to talk:

“Mimmi, I am giving you my magic branch.
Keep it and remember that it will help you in case
of need. I make this exception only for you, because
I know that you are a good, kind girl. Good- bye
and don’t forget us.” Said Magician Jim Mimmi
embraced her friend and cried. She did not want to
part with him.

A strange cloud appeared in the clear sky and it was
approaching Natalie’s garden. It was the space ship of
Mimmi’s planet, which arrived to take her. The flying
saucer fluttered over the garden and a minute later a
column of light appeared and Mimmi left the place
with it. The space ship flew into the sky, taking away

the extraordinary little girl, who had made the people
of two planets befriend one another.

Natalie went up to Magician Jim, embraced it and
thanked him for the wonderful adventures. She put the
magic things into the hollow of the tree. Buran was
very happy and pleased. He settled in his cozy kennel
and had a dream about his friend Jinn, whom he was
rescuing.

Bedia went up to his sweetheart and whispered:

“Natalie, I love you and I want to be with you all
my life!”

The moonlight enveloped the loved ones in its
magic, mysterious light. Natalie and Bedia were
standing in silence and realized that something strange
was happening to them Bedia knew that his wonderful

dream came true and that he would fall asleep full of

happiness for the first time in his life.






